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Direct Communications Unit

 2 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DF

Switchboard 020 7035 4848 Fax: 020 7035 4745 Textphone: 020 7035 4742

E-mail: public.enquiries@homeoffice.gsi.gov.uk Website: www.homeoffice.gov.uk








Julia Ross

Julia.Ross@bbc.co.uk







Your Ref: 162/2010


Our Ref:
14220

Date: 09 June 2010
Dear Ms Ross
I am writing further to our e-mail of 12 May, about your request for unpublished reports and communications relating to mephedrone since 01 January 2009. Your request is being handled as a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

We are considering your request. Although the Act carries a presumption in favour of disclosure, it provides exemptions which may be used to withhold information in specified circumstances.  Some of these exemptions, referred to as ‘qualified exemptions’, are subject to a public interest test. This test is used to balance the public interest in disclosure against the public interest in favour of withholding the information. The Act allows us to exceed the 20 working day response target where we need to consider the public interest test fully.  

Some of the information which you have requested is being considered under the exemptions in sections 31 and 36 of the Act. Section 31 relates to law enforcement as the scope of your request includes communication records and minutes of meetings held with enforcement partners, which invokes partial or full disclosure of information supplied by or relating to strategic and operational information supplied by or relating to enforcement partners dealing with the protection of the public. Section 36 relates to the prejudice to the effective conduct of public affairs, in that you have requested copies of ‘unpublished reports or communications’ supplied by officials in their public functions to support the Government in conducting its public affairs. These are qualified exemptions and to consider the public interest test fully we need to extend the 20 working day response period. However, due to the delays that your request has been subject to, we now aim to let you have a full response by 30 June.

If you have any questions about the handling of your information request then please do not hesitate to contact me.      

Yours sincerely,

Cyrille Marcel


































































































� EMBED Word.Picture.8 ���





� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





Cc: 	Meg Hillier


	Matthew Batten   (PS Office)


	Ben Gibson   (PO)


	Vanessa Nicholls   (CDSD)


	Mandie Campbell   (DDAD)


	David Oliver   (DSU)


	Owen Rowland   (DSU)


	Dominic Flint   (DSU)


	Robert Street   (DSU)


	Simon Eglington   (DSU)


	Fiona Spencer  (SSD)


	Richard Thompson   (IMS)


	Jane Sigley   (IMS)


	Mark Jarvis   (IMS)


	Special Advisors


	Press Office
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