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TOP COP SAYS; LET,S LEGALI9E HARD DRUG9



iJ  :  tyJ,
+la*ing a siesla may h€lp to
'1J- cduce yoff blood prcssur€.
l*arcfte|s al liverpool's Johfl
looes Universily Jound tlut people

mpped lor an hour or so
ts loler blooi prcssure and
lart lates lhan lhose who stood
Iielly or sinply lay down lor
l sane l€nolir oJ time.

{\ lluns'lo-bc arc *een to
'U- leorn basic babyc?re skills
Dh 6 hor lo chaige nappies

- 
cope with colic but are let

hn by tie patchy provlslon ol
lS anlenalal class€s. A survey by
r*.babvcentre.co.ul discover€d
h whila some prognanl women
Eaived six s€ssions, including
a loor ol lhe hosdlal's delivery
rit , othe6 got nothing al all.

rr\ lreo are better at remenbering
'rJ lacls aboul sDort. while women
lEt them hands down al recalli||q
hoortant dales such as birthdavs
rij anniversad€s. Psycholoqist
5c Sioman, who poll€d 100 men
rd mnen lor the comoanv
tygen Ganes, says thi! libecause
lc fumale btain is had-wied ior
.rp6lhy while lfie male blain is
h-*lrcd lor orderino and
tatrgorlsinq lacts, -

Babies need lo spend less
tine in lheif baby seats and

being fought

the UK's slreels.
I ts one lhat
afiects each

of us and it has been
going on tor decades,
with no end in sight.

It's lhe war on drugs.
And it's hafd to corne
to any conclusion olher
than that we're oslng it.

2006,7 British cimo
Survey, more than a
third ol those aged
16 to 59 have used

drugs in their liletirne.
Every day we hear

of fresh horrors. Addrcts

diseases, Decent
youngsterc have
their lives ruined.

scale, Dealers
recruit schoolkids
and gun one

sirollets and

on their
stomachs
rvhen lhey

accordrng

nouages them lo leam lo crarl,
.bici in lun helps develop
blance, hand-eye co-ordinalion
i molor skills,

r\ A sludy by lesearchets at
\-]- he Univetsily ol Alabama
ll{ lhat qiving car€ ho|ne
rsiderds up-to-date prcsciplions
b lieif qlasses rcduced symplorns
|| hnssion. Beiflg able to see
tlfcrly mad€ lhese older people

You can e-mail the heattll

Ti0P Ti Hllt
last ueek ue shoued hou small
childrGn aro tho Yictim of their
parents' addiction. ls it tlme to

make a comploto U-twrf
broad daylight.

oanq oosses sucn
as the r€cently jailed
Terry Adams, in London

grow slupendously

n€ighbourhoods,
villages and towns.

Th6 Govemment and
police fight back but in
the end our prisons are
bulsting. Whers will il
end? ll just gets worse
as we,head krevocably
towaros more cnme,
d€slructiofl and death.

Our whole soci€ty, the
way we live now, is at

risk and it's hard
to see how lhings

get better.
The unilying

iactor is despair
Thal s why some

is lime lo

altem€tive
approach, not

grounds lhal
il could hardly

might jusi be a lot belter
Legalisatbn.
It sounds crazy. Stop

the menace ol drug
use bv makano druos
available bga'lly? Blul
the prossure group
Transform Druo Policv
Foundation b€iiov€s ii

'Far from Drotectino
childr€n, thd current-
policy actually €ndangers
them, says Steve
Rolles, aulhor of the
Transform reporl A/1er
the War on Drugs:
Tools for the Debate-

'lt cr€atgs dang€rous,

violent str€el drug
mafkets run by

in facl abdicaled all
responsibility for illegal
drugs lo slrc€l dealerc,

'Our childfan Er€
dirccllv in the finnq
line. Theyle expoSed
to unregulated drug
marksts, They bear
the brunt of the
danger created by
the so-called war on

I drugs. lt's nol just
British childr€n €ither
Children allover the
world, from Atghanbtan
to Colombia, are having
their lives ruined by
illegal drugs.'

Danny Kushlik,
director of Transform,
says drug legalisalion

He explains:.'Dru!
use |s responsDre ror
around 85 per cent of
shoplifting, 70-80 per
cent oJ burglariBs, and
54 per cent of robb€ies,

'Legalisalion would
take away one of the
largest opponunities for

|afte a ar€a* (9edrtor IEe Roalwel at tab.heertbaddbauaico.uk



r
I

3

organised crime. lt
would also rcduce or
stop altogethsr illggal
drug-lelated lurf warc
tt€tweon gangs. All strset
dealino would disaoo€ar
There-would b€ no fuim
in it - after all, you don't
havs alcohol or tobacco
dealing on street coners.'

Kushlik t\inks legalising
drugs could also mean
iewer addicts and savs:
'Once you have le€alis3ton
and regulation, you tah€
away lhe sftgma. so
p€ople will be mole likely
to go to their doclorc and
get help. Drug userc will
no longer b€ demonised,'

He says politicians and
police who believ€ the
lvar on drugs' is helpil'war on drugs is helping
communities are fighling
the wlong- battle.

Prohbition that it's not
males a lol ol I 

.n 
encouraoins1T:i;;31""1" I *lEl iJff*T?.l3"f*p'"ffi$iilffi'd'"a | *l'5i:"'""#ffi"wnh,-he says. I itft, X adds: ifs imporrant:foiJ,iiilire, I isflrt fii,iir'!""ri,iliy.,

an inner'city are€ Lirll don r have ro tie

#:#s:Idii,.1,,n" Efi H e9#9 sii;s ::"I
v€ry fabric ol its : drugs. You can be'
community. Thal s ' proisform and anti-drugs,
becauso ii someone : We have bereaved
can,maxe easy money : parents anct senior police
by dealing drugs. whi : bfficers as suooorters.
shorild thev do anvthrno : These are noi Deo.t6shorildthey do anythrng : These are noi peopte who
eEe/ wnore generatons . are condoning drugs.'
are then locked inlo ' Recentty $; reformers
making mon€y illegally. i got aioost wilh backing

'Att€mpts lo regsnerate . Irom Richard Brunslrom,
lhoss places by smad€ning : th€ Chiet Constabte ol
them up and paintinq : Nonh Wates potic€. He
nce murals donl wdrft. i c€tted for a[ drugs to be
You need to create new tegalised and ur;sd the
opportunities. You do ' Govemment to d;ctare
that by laking away the : an end to the .faited' war

thems€lves how they
wanted to make druos
available,' says Kusilik.

For example, low-risk
drugs could be availsble
like cigardttes, wilh an
age limit for purchase,
similar to lh6 c€nmbis
'cofle€ shops' of
Amstsrdam, Morc ri6ky
ones might be avaibble
only lrorh specially
trained pharmacislg
or on prescriplaon.

A system such as this
would m€an tiat all druos
on sale would have to -
be tightly regutated and
quality tested, lik€ currenl
prescription drugs. This
would bino aboul an
end to deaihs from druos
lac€d with poison by -
unscrupulous dealers.

Transfofin emphasises

colloague came up behind
me and shoutedi Bool'

I jumpod and ierked
lorward, and someihing
poked my eye. I put my
hand over it and ran into
the stockoom 10 look
rn the minor There was
blood runninc down mv
lace, soaking- my T-sh,ir. I

fin6, sard lhe p
as ne app, ed a

teffible state. ia
brought on a fu

asthma atb
have my i

Becaus
the attack I

safe for m€ go i

covered my go

Al the hospita

otl my good eyi

minor injuriss u

nao rung my pla
lellthem I'd be€
10 hospiial. BLtr
arrived there, th
hadnt heard of

majkot for drugs. i on legat narcotics.
r,eopre say orugs rutn , He poinled out that

communities. B'.it those : tttegsl drugs wer6 now
vsry communitiss are i ch€iaper and more
akeady ruined by lack of , plentifutthan €ver befors,
rnveslm€nt, unemploym€nt j and tradinq in th€m h€d
and many other social : become aio dwioeand many other social : become a wo dwide
problems. Prohibition i business emDire secono
is iust adding anolher ' in vatue onty to oil.
layer lo theness th€yie ' Brunslrcni said: fi poticy
already in. Take il away : on drugs ts in tulure ro oe
and we can start desting , p€gm;tic not morat|stic,
wnn lne ofier |ssues. : driven bv ethi.s not hvfi lne otier issues. : driven by ethics nol by

How on earth would : doqma, ihe cunentflow on earth would : doqma, ihe cunent '
drug logalisation work? : proihibiiionist stance witl
Would dangerous drugs ' hav€ to b6 swspt away
[Ke cracK. ror examOe, De , as bolh unworkable and
freely available from your : immoral, lo be reotaced
local chemist? Transform , wth an evidence:bas€d
admits il doesn t hav€ a[ : unifted systam, specilicaly
lhe answers.. , including tobacco and

lfwe gol rid of i atcohot,;imed at

sock€i and had
broken ribs.

day I saw Chas
outside. He'd
managed lo

'| don'l rea ly

Chris was sentenced io
live months for qrievous
bodily ham

'l'vs done somelhinq
wrong and I have 1o pay,
he said matter ol iactly.

Howev€r. wilhin weeks
of comjng hom€ he was
assaulting me again. ll
somelhing was in the
wrong place, Id get a black
€ye. He raped me too,prohrbition. communities : minmisation of harms

could lhen decido lor : to society.'
a Shoulc!.trugs te legatised? Vote on ov website
therc's no cost Visil wwvEkeafueak.co.u^

Just occ€sionally ld see
a Jlash of the
man I'd fallen

Then the

years I got

n hoq

The rod had pierr
th€ children;w€;r
shop where I worked

i hanging packels oi
vests on a raal when a

his was funny, witty

to see ma. so wh;n
he asked me and my son
Stevsn to move d
in, I said yes.
. .Almost instantly

He call€d me
constantly and

oul. One niohawe -
had dinner -wnh
neighbours. Tired

Around 1am my body
thumDed to the b€droorn
ioor'lt was Chris, and he
was gipping my anhles.
He dragg€d me down the
stairs. I struggled lree
and ran oulside to the
ca( but hejumped in too
He h6ld m€ by my hair
and staned the enqine,

We travelled a few
miles. Then suddenly he
let qo. | flew oul oi the

Thankluiiy someone
saw and called lhe oolice.
They collected Steven
and afler treatmenl n
hospilal, ljoined hirn al
a women s rsfuge. ld lost
leeth, fractured an eye

realised the thln rai/ had
qone throuoh mv evelid.- The metal rodi rliar
the clothes hunq frcm
should have haa meial
stoppers on fie ends,
but thev keDt iallino
ott. Heid oilice had
said they'd sorl I
out but nothina
had besn don;.

I shouted out
to my manager. lve

She s€w me and said:
'Oh my God. 'She lhen

called for help.

reachrng lor the
first'aid kit in rhe

grabbed a dirty

in'to shock
The slore's

lilsl-aider turned
up and |ang for

'lt's jlst a litlle
cut, you ll be

rWipe Out V
'Ihere $as a size 10 boot print on m!

EE- == I happ€ned, he
- sa|o. lm sorry
and il wont happen agarn.

away. BrJt ouf lI

sent Sieviln to n
and I look Chns

Al easl I colld !

'Come and cla
oi the guests 5

'Go and dane
him ' he said. D
such a bg lhrng

Chris attacked
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